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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 4/20/2007 has been entered. Claims 1-1 1 and 
17-23 are presented for examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-1 1 and 17-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Paul, US pat. No.6,687,817 in view of Williams et al, US pat No.5,945,988. 

As to claim 1, Paul discloses a computer-implemented method of configuring a point of sale 
(POS) terminal to execute a handheld platform operating software comprising the steps of: 
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reading generic configuration settings from a storage device and storing generic 
configuration settings in a memory (writing network configuration into a file on the first device 
such as laptop device, see fig.3, col.l lines 32-55 and col.3 lines 19-46); 

conducting an automated search for and retrieval of computer system specific settings by 
the terminal (generating a worldwide unique identifier placed in the configuration request for use 
in subsequent transmissions to the new device sending a "configuration pending" message from 
the configuration device to mark the message for the new device, see col.3 line 29 to col.4 line 
1 1), the automated search and retrieval comprising: 

determining if first computer system-specific configuration settings are stored on 
an attached storage device accessible by the terminal through a direct connection between the 
terminal and the storage device (connecting the terminal and the storage device through a 
network to provide multicast messages, see fig.7, col.5 line 38 to col.6 line 28), if said first 
computer system-specific configuration settings are stored on said storage device, copying said 
first computer system-specific configuration settings to said memory (see col.3 line 47 to col.4 
line 11); 

determining if second computer system-specific configuration settings are stored 
on network devices accessed through a network; if said second computer system-specific 
configuration settings are stored on the network device, copying said second computer system- 
specific configuration settings to said memory, setting a boot status setting and rebooting said 
POS terminal to execute the handheld platform operating software according to computer 
specific configuration settings stored in said memory (see fig.4, col.4 lines 12-50 and col.5 lines 
4-35). 
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Paul does not specifically disclose computer system specific configuration settings including at 
least one of brightness, volume, and energy saving settings. However, Williams discloses 
computer system specific configuration settings including at least one of brightness, volume, and 
energy saving settings (configures system configuration settings of system in accordance with 
the user preference information found in the user profile corresponding to the identified user 
including volume, see abstract, fig.2, col.5 line 30 to col. 6 line32). It would have been obvious 
to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to implement Williams's 
teachings into the computer system of Paul to update user preference data information because it 
would have enabled users to monitor and update a wide range of configurable options in a profile 
database in a communications network. 

As to claim 2, Paul discloses the second computer system specific configuration settings include 
at least one of first computer system specific configuration settings (see col.6 lines 1-46). 

As to claim 3, Paul discloses the configuration settings identify configuration settings to be 
stored (see col.5 lines 3-67). 

As to claim 4, Paul discloses a computer-implemented method of configuring a POS terminal to 
execute a handheld platform operating software comprising the steps of: 

reading generic configuration settings from a storage device and storing generic 
configuration settings in a memory (writing network configuration into a file on the first device, 
see fig.3, col.l lines 40-55 and col. 3 lines 19-46); 
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conducting an automated search for and retrieval of computer system specific settings by 
the terminal (generating a worldwide unique identifier placed in the configuration request for use 
in subsequent transmissions to the new device and sending a "configuration pending" message 
from the configuration device to mark the message for the device, see col. 3 line 29 to col. 4 line 
1 1), the automated search and retrieval comprising: 

determining if first computer system-specific configuration settings are stored on 
an attached storage device (connecting the terminal and the storage device through a network to 
provide multicast messages, see fig.7, col. 3 line 47 to col.4 line 1 1 and col. 5 line 38 to col.6 line 
28 and col.3 line 47 to col.4 line 11); 

if said first computer system-specific configuration settings are stored on said 
storage device, copying said first computer system-specific configuration settings 
to said memory, setting a boot status setting and rebooting said POS terminal to execute the 
handheld platform operating software according to computer specific configuration settings 
stored in said memory (see fig.4, col.4 lines 12-50 and col. 5 lines 4-35). 
Paul does not specifically disclose computer system specific configuration settings including at 
least one of brightness, volume, and energy saving settings. However, Williams discloses 
computer system specific configuration settings including at least one of brightness, volume, and 
energy saving settings (configures system configuration settings of system in accordance with 
the user preference information found in the user profile corresponding to the identified user 
including volume, see abstract, fig.2, col. 5 line 30 to col.6 line32). It would have been obvious 
to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to implement Williams's 
teachings into the computer system of Paul to update user preference data information because it 
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would have enabled users to monitor and update a wide range of configurable options in a profile 
database in a communications network. 

As to claim 5, Paul discloses a computer implemented method of configuring a POS terminal to 
execute a handheld platform operating software comprising the steps of: 

reading generic configuration settings from a storage device and storing generic 
configuration settings in a memory (writing network configuration into a file on the first device 
such as laptop device, see fig.3, col.l lines 32-55 and col. 3 lines 19-46); 

conducting an automated search for and retrieval of computer system specific settings by 
the terminal (generating a worldwide unique identifier placed in the configuration request for use 
in subsequent transmissions to the new device sending a "configuration pending" message from 
the configuration device to mark the message for the device, see col. 3 line 29 to col.4 line 1 1), 
the automated search and retrieval comprising: 

determining if a connection is available to the terminal; if a network connection is 
available, determining if second computer system-specific configuration settings are stored 
on a network (connecting the terminal and the storage device through a network to provide 
multicast and configuration messages and , see fig.7, col.3 line 47 to col.4 line 1 1 and col. 5 line 
38 to col.6 line 28); 

if said second computer system-specific configuration settings are stored on a 
network, copying said second computer system-specific configuration settings to 
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said memory, setting a boot status setting and rebooting said POS terminal to execute the 
handheld platform operating software according to computer specific configuration settings 
stored in said memory (see fig.4, col.4 lines 12-50 and col. 5 lines 4-35). 
Paul does not specifically disclose computer system specific configuration settings including at 
least one of brightness, volume, and energy saving settings. However, Williams discloses 
computer system specific configuration settings including at least one of brightness, volume, and 
energy saving settings (configures system configuration settings of system in accordance with 
the user preference information found in the user profile corresponding to the identified user 
including volume, see abstract, fig.2, col. 5 line 30 to col.6 line32). It would have been obvious 
to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to implement Williams's 
teachings into the computer system of Paul to update user preference data information because it 
would have enabled users to monitor and update a wide range of configurable options in a profile 
database in a communications network. 

As to claim 6, Paul discloses a computer implemented comprising the steps of: 

loading generic configuration settings, conducting an automated search for and retrieval 
of computer system specific settings (generating a worldwide unique identifier placed in the 
configuration request for use in subsequent transmissions to the new device sending a 
"configuration pending" message from the configuration device to mark the message for the 
device, see col. 3 line 29 to col.4 line 1 1), the automated search including determining whether 
the terminal is connected to a storage device accessible to the terminal through a direct 
connection between the terminal and the storage device (connecting the terminal and the storage 
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device through a network to provide multicast and configuration messages, see fig.7, col. 5 line 
38 to col.6 line 28); 

and method of configuring a computer system loading computer system-specific 
configuration settings executing handheld platform operating software (writing network 
configuration into a file on the first device, see fig.3, col.l lines 32-55 and col.3 lines 19-46); and 

rebooting the POS terminal to execute the handheld platform operating software 
according to the loaded computer computer-specific configuration settings (see fig.4, col.4 lines 
12-50 and col.5 lines 4-35). 

Paul does not specifically disclose computer system specific configuration settings including at 
least one of brightness, volume, and energy saving settings. However, Williams discloses 
computer system specific configuration settings including at least one of brightness, volume, and 
energy saving settings (configures system configuration settings of system in accordance with 
the user preference information found in the user profile corresponding to the identified user 
including volume, see abstract, fig.2, col.5 line 30 to col.6 line 32). It would have been obvious . 
to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to implement Williams's 
teachings into the computer system of Paul to update user preference data information because it 
would have enabled users to monitor and update a wide range of configurable options in a profile 
database in a communications network. 

As to claim 7, Paul discloses system-specific configuration settings are read from a storage 
device accessed over a network (see col.3 line 47 to col.4 line 1 1). 
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As to claim 8, Paul discloses computer system-specific configuration settings are read from a 
storage device and loading computer system-specific configuration settings from a network 
device accessed over a network (see fig.4, col.4 lines 12-50). 

As to claim 9, Paul discloses computer system-specific configuration settings from the network 
(see col. 5 lines 3-38). 

As to claim 10, Williams discloses configuration settings including at least one of: color depth, 
peripheral device, delay period, communication port and baud rate settings for the POS terminal 
(see col. 7 line 42 to col.8 line 48). It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to implement Williams's teachings into the computer 
system of Paul, to update user preference data information because it would have enabled users to 
monitor and update a wide range of configurable options in a profile database in a 
communications network. 

Claim 1 1 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in claim 3. 

As to claim 17, Paul discloses a computer-implemented method of storing configuration settings 
of a POS terminal to executing a handheld platform operating software comprising the steps of: 

performing an automated search by the terminal to determine if a storage device is 
connected to the POS terminal to executing a handheld platform operating software (writing 
network configuration into a file on the first network device, see fig.3, col.l lines 32-55 and col. 3 
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line 19 to col.4 line 1 1), the storage device being accessible to the POS terminal through a direct 
connection between the terminal and the storage device (connecting the terminal and the storage 
device through a network to provide multicast and configuration messages, see fig.7, col. 5 line 
38 to col.6 line 28); 

if the storage device is connected to the computer system, storing computer 
system-specific configuration settings to the storage device (see col.3 line 47 to col.4 line 1 1); 

performing an automated search by the terminal to determine if the computer system is 
connected to a network connection having a computer system; and if the network connection 
having a computer system is connected to the POS terminal, storing computer system-specific 
configuration settings to the computer system (see fig.4, col.4 lines 12-50 and col. 5 lines 4-35). 
Paul does not specifically disclose computer system specific configuration settings including at 
least one of brightness, volume, and energy saving settings. However, Williams discloses 
computer system specific configuration settings including at least one of brightness, volume, and 
energy saving settings (configures system configuration settings of system in accordance with 
the user preference information found in the user profile corresponding to the identified user 
including volume, see abstract, fig.2, col.5 line 30 to col.6 line 32). It would have been obvious 
to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to implement Williams's 
teachings into the computer system of Paul to update user preference data information because it 
would have enabled users to monitor and update a wide range of configurable options in a profile 
database in a communications network. 
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As to claim 18, Paul discloses a computer implemented method of storing configuration settings 
of a POS terminal comprising the steps of: 

receiving a specified event at the POS terminal and performing an automated search by 
the POS terminal for computer specific configuration settings (generating a worldwide unique 
identifier placed in the configuration request for use in subsequent transmissions to the new 
device sending a "configuration pending" message from the configuration device to mark the 
message for the device, see col.3 line 29 to col.4 line 1 1), the search including determining if 
computer system specific configuration settings are available for retrieval from a storage device 
connected to the POS terminal (writing network configuration into a file on the first network 
device, see fig.3, col.l lines 32-55 and col.3 lines 19-46) accessible by the terminal through a 
direct connection between the terminal and the storage device (connecting the terminal and the 
storage device through a network to provide multicast messages, see fig. 7, col. 5 line 38 to col. 6 
line 28); and 

if computer system specific configuration settings are available for retrieval from a 
storage device connected to the POS terminal, storing computer system-specific configuration 
settings to the POS terminal (see col.3 line 47 to col.4 line 11). 

Paul does not specifically disclose computer system specific configuration settings including at 
least one of brightness, volume, and energy saving settings. However, Williams discloses 
computer system specific configuration settings including at least one of brightness, volume, and 
energy saving settings (configures system configuration settings of system in accordance with 
the user preference information found in the user profile corresponding to the identified user 
including volume, see abstract, fig.2, col. 5 line 30 to col. 6 line 32). It would have been obvious 
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to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to implement Williams's 
teachings into the computer system of Paul to update user preference data information because it 
would have enabled users to monitor and update a wide range of configurable options in a profile 
database in a communications network. 

As to claim 19, Paul discloses specified event includes at least one of expiration of a delay period 
and computer system shutdown (see col. 5 lines 3-67). 

As to claim 20, Paul discloses a computer implemented method of storing configuration settings 
of a POS terminal comprising the steps of: 

receiving a specified event at the POS terminal (writing network configuration into a file 
on the first device, see fig.3, col.l lines 40-55 and col.3 lines 19-46); 

performing an automated search by the POS terminal for computer specific configuration 
settings (generating a worldwide unique identifier placed in the configuration request for use in 
subsequent transmissions to the new device sending a "configuration pending" message from the 
configuration device to mark the message for the device, see col.3 line 29 to col.4 line 1 1), the 
search including determining if the POS terminal executing handheld platform operating 
software is connected to a network connection having a computer system and if the POS terminal 
is connected through a network connection, determining if computer system specific 
configuration settings are available for retrieval from a specifically identified storage device 
through the network (connecting the terminal and the storage device through a network to 



Application/Control Number: 09/920,756 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2151 

provide multicast and configuration messages, see fig.7, see col. 3 line 47 to coL4 line 1 1 and 
col.5 line 38 to col.6 line 28); and 

if the POS terminal executing a handheld platform operating software is connected to the 
network connection having a computer system and computer system specific configuration 
settings are available for retrieval through the network, storing computer system-specific 
configuration settings to the POS terminal (see col. 3 line 47 to col.4 line 1 1). 
Paul does not specifically disclose computer system specific configuration settings including at 
least one of brightness, volume, and energy saving settings. However, Williams discloses 
computer system specific configuration settings including at least one of brightness, volume, and 
energy saving settings (configures system configuration settings of system in accordance with 
the user preference information found in the user profile corresponding to the identified user 
including volume, see abstract, fig.2, col.5 line 30 to col.6 line 32). It would have been obvious 
to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to implement Williams's 
teachings into the computer system of Paul to update user preference data information because it 
would have enabled users to monitor and update a wide range of configurable options in a profile 
database in a communications network. 

As to claim 2 1 , Paul discloses that specified event includes at least one of expiration of a delay 
period and computer system shutdown (see col.5 lines 3-67). 

Claim 22 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in claim 1 8. 
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As to claim 23, Paul discloses sequences of instructions which, when executed by said processor, 
cause said processor to determine if the POS terminal is connected to a network connection 
having a computer system providing access to computer system specific configuration settings 
and if the POS terminal is connected to the network connection having a computer system 
providing access to computer system specific configuration settings, store the computer system- 
specific configuration settings to the computer system (see fig.4, col.4 lines 12-50 and col. 5 lines 
4-35). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed on 4/10/2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

• Applicant asserts that the cited reference does not disclose "accessible to the 
terminal through a direct connection between the terminal and the storage 
device". 

Examiner respectfully disagrees. Examiner respectfully point out that Paul discloses 
the Applicant claimed invention as accessible to the terminal through a direct 
connection between the terminal and the storage device (connecting the terminal and 
the storage device through a network to provide multicast and configuration 
messages, see fig. 7, col 5 line 38 to col. 6 line 28) as rejected above. 
As a result, cited prior art does disclose a system and method a computer implemented 
method of storing configuration settings of a POS terminal, as broadly claimed by the 
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Applicants. Applicants clearly have still failed to identify specific claim limitations that would 
define a clearly patentable distinction over prior art. 



5. Claims 1-11 and 17-23 are rejected. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Khanh Dinh whose telephone number is (571) 272-3936. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 A.m. to 5:00 P.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung, can be reached on (571) 272-3939. The fax phone number for this 
group is (571)273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 




KHANH DINH 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



